
AGEING IN MAURITIUS
SOCIAL PROTECTION AND SOCIAL SECURITY

The following report deals with a normatic input about “Ageing” in Mauritius concerning the sub-
items “Social Protection and Social Security“ in regards to the Open-ended Working Group “Tenth
working session” of the UN (New York, 15–18 April 2019). 

The Population of Mauritius.  According to the 'Mauritian population (live) clock' made by the
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the current population density on the
20 August 2019 is about 1,294,683 of which there have been about 9,297 new births and 6,012
deaths this  year (Official  United Nations population estimates: 2019).  Even though the natural
population density is still increasing since the data collection in 1950 (2019: 0.4%/year = approx.
5.158  people),  the  positive  value  is  already  decreasing  (1954:  3.06%/year),  what  means  that
Mauritius is also estimated to be affected by the demographic change in the future (Mauritius
Population: 2019). According to statistics, there will be a population increase until about 2025, and
then it  will  decrease continuously  (table in  Appendix),  which simultaneously requires that  the
older part of the population – which will soon be more than the younger - needs more assistance
and protection. In the beginning of 2019, the population age distribution of Mauritius was 21,8%
of the population under 15 (282,067 people), 70,7%  of the population between 15 and 64 years
(912,915  people)  and  7,5%  of  the  population  over  65  (96,416  people) (Mauritius  Population:
2019). As the latest  demographic  and social  statistics  by the United Nations Statistics  Division
emphasise:

  The Dependency ratio of population is a ratio of people who are generally
  not in the labor force (the dependents) to workforce of a country (the 
  productive part of population). The dependent part includes the popu-
  lation under 15 years and people aged 65 and over (total: 41,5%). […] This 
  ratio shows the pressure on the productive population produced by the 
  dependent part of population. […] 

The aged dependency ratio (above working age of 65) is therefore 10,6%.

The Delegations of the UN Open-ended Working Group highlighted in the previous tenth session
in April 2019 (New York) that the demographic changes can no longer be ignored and that it is
necessary to pay greater attention to older people and their dignity. The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights recognized, that everyone has the right to social security, to an adequate standard
of  living  (health,  well-being,  medical  care,  necessary  social  services  etc.)  and  to  an  access  to
effective judicial or other appropriate remedies, legal assistance and adequate reparation (Report
of the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing: 2019, p. 12/18).



The Protection of Elderly Persons Act 2005 (Act No. 16 of 2005) is the law to set up a legal and
administrative framework for greater protection and assistance to elderly persons  in Mauritius.
This law includes in general the policies to:

• „(a)  ensure,  promote  and  sustain  the  physical,  psychological,  emotional,  social  and
economic protection of elderly persons;

• (b) ensure, promote and sustain the well-being of elderly persons so that they are able to
play a meaningful part in society”
(The Protection of Elderly Persons Act 2005, Point 3.3).

In this regard, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights themed in their fifth periodic
report  from  2019  among  other  things  the  current  living  conditions  from  elderly  people  in
Mauritius (Point 39, p. 6). Even though the circumstances have generally improved, and a large
part  of  government  expenditure  is  used  for  pensions  (table  in  Appendix),  the  Committee  is
concerned about the persistently high number of reported cases of abuse against older persons,
several  unregistered  care  homes  (lack  of  qualified  caretakers)  and  the  prevalence  of  social
prejudice against older persons (Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: 2019, p. 6).
Similar issues were also discussed in the promotion mission of the African Commission for Human
and  People's  Rights  in  Mauritius  from  13  to  17  August  2019.  The  delegation  encourages  the
Mauritian government “[...] to speed up the adoption of draft legislation aimed at strengthening
the effective implementation of human rights for the benefit  of the population in general  and
vulnerable  groups in  particular.”  (Commission africaine des  droits  de  l'homme et  des peuples:
2019).

YUVA's misson.  YUVA does not only stand for helping young people in the moment of help, but
much more on focusing on making a long-term impact and stabilising the Mauritian community. In
their  program  about  'Moral,  Civic  and  Sex  Education',  YUVA  wants  to  encourage  younger
generations'  attitude  about  older  people  in  the  society  and  prepare  them  to  self-confident
handling with the demographic challenge in the future. Since the start of the program in April
2018,  nearly 200 students successfully  joined this  workshop. Furthermore,  the YUVA Academy
wants  to  empower young people  to  respect  diversity,  human rights  and culture  to  ultimately
support  innovators  that  develop  lasting  solutions  to  the  root  causes  of  Mauritius’  problems.
YUVA's programs seek to transform Mauritius by developing a powerful network of young leaders
who  will  work  together  to  address  Mauritius’  greatest  challenges  (e.g  demographic  change),
achieve extraordinary social impact, and accelerate the country’s growth trajectory. 

“Even a 70-year old person can be young. Being young in spirit means being dynamic, lively and
adaptive to change.” (YUVA: 2019)
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APPENDIX

• United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2019): Population Division, Population
projection (2020-2100) [internet]
)https://countrymeters.info/en/Mauritius
[Accessed: 20 August 2019]

Year Population Growth Rate
2020 1,274,108 N/A %
2025 1,283,273 0.72 %
2030 1,286,931 0.29 %
2035 1,282,704 -0.33 %
2040 1,269,197 -1.05 %
2045 1,247,602 -1.70 %
2050 1,221,033 -2.13 %
2055 1,193,209 -2.28 %
2060 1,165,665 -2.31 %
2065 1,138,008 -2.37 %
2070 1,109,333 -2.52 %
2075 1,078,970 -2.74 %
2080 1,047,259 -2.94 %
2085 1,015,515 -3.03 %
2090 984,927 -3.01 %
2095 956,640 -2.87 %
2100 931,657 -2.61 %

• Ministry of social Security (2019): Statistics Section [internet] 
http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Publications/Documents/Monthly%20Social
%20Security/2019/Social_M_Jul19.pdf
[Accessed: 22 August 2019]

Beneficiaries of contributory and non-contributory pensions by Island, July 2019
Republic of 
Mauritius

Island of 
Mauritius

Island of 
Rodrigues 

Monthly 
Rate (Rs)

Retirement
Basic 223,336 218,163 5,173 
- (60-89) years 218,952 213,895 5,057 6,210 
- (90-99) years 4,234 4,124 110 16,210 
- 100 years and above 150 144 6 21,210 
Of whom Severely Handicapped (16,658) (15,572) (1,086) 3,000 
Contributory 110,727 110,132 595 
BRP cases drawing child allowance 180 173 7 
Beneficiaries of child allowance 197 189 8 
- Under 10 years 10 9 1 1,400 
- 10 years and above 187 180 7 1,500 
Food Aid 2,833 2,778 55 285 
Income Support 35,590 35,115 475 285 

http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Publications/Documents/Monthly%20Social%20Security/2019/Social_M_Jul19.pdf
http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Publications/Documents/Monthly%20Social%20Security/2019/Social_M_Jul19.pdf
https://countrymeters.info/en/Mauritius
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